Approved For^lease 2003/07/30 : CIA-RDP86B002^001 00001 0041 -4 , ^ ^^77 


> ■ i 'i '■ ' 




18 April 


l.<KI^OR/^NDUM rOR TH£ RECOR-D 


S^miJTECT: *' ^«t»t4n§ of lii® t-CI 'With Mr* 'J*'al4*fja*ir Ni*l«e», 

Stuff Director mt tib« Spr*g»® Coi^mitt** 


1. >fr, Wjil4«m»r Ni«l*#a, Stuff Director of tJae Sprogwe 
Co£nmi«*«» «ccoxop«ai*4 Sy C<rt. Coffoy «n4 Mr. CtstUioa. »taff 
p- emlM>r» of the Commit!**, called ism th* Director i» hi* oflie*' 
at iSO0 h*«r* oa Friday, April 15lh. Mr. Broo* w«* al«o preaeot. 

■ d.' Mr, Wl*l»*» said that tlM porpoi* of tho riiilt wa* to 
gir* tij« Director a geo«r«l idea of ||m flodiag* and recoromesda- ' 
tioa* of th* aobeoaao'itttee of the Spragoe Committee coaceraed 
lefth Radio Free Forope and Radio Liberty. He eaid that the 
report of Ike attbcoeafirattee wae atiU teatative aad awbject to 
irjodiflcatioa Imt that ia all prohabiUty it would fotloo^ the general 
lme§ oi the draft wtUch he had hrooght witli him. Mr. fUnimnn. 
the® read the draft coaclueloae asd recon».»rieiidat.iO!e« a»d later gave 
copie* to tiic Director aod Mr, - Braaa for reference during the 
dlecuceiott which followed. 

3. The rejporl may 'be aBmimariaed briefly ee foUowe: 

a. The br®adcaetla|. activitiee' of EFE and Ft, hare a 
good record of achieeemeat and ehould be cottiiaued. 

b. The Government elemld continue to eupport them aa 
well aa VCA, ae thee® two media eerve dlHerent purpoeea, 
RFF and Rl. epeah. ae unofficial and unattributable vole* a of 
the American people, ae distinguiebed from V'’.;a which ie 
the ‘(.official epokee«-ia» of the Governmeat. Another dielin- 
gui eking feature ie thet VQA i« regarded ae aa exponent of 
purely Americaa views whereae F,F£ and RL are more 
international la character and are identified with European 
spoaeorehip. 
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e.' fhm aeilvititji botk IFl aB4 BL mhmM Ini 
r«vt«w«d iiiiMi i& order to thoir eoiMi Ul—r y 

with pGtUticsl aM technical cerolopRienta* Tho profanaa* of 
Brr »»4 B-L have heast olow ta adjaat t© chaagitti cojadltiona 
And have iailed ton^etimoa to naceaaartr a^catrirr^O’datiotta 

to chaagea in broadcaatiag jpoUcy. - TMo in part reHtcIa 
olvrrgaacloa oi opinioit ooiwoaa State and CIA eoacaraiag the 
role &i hroadeaaliag and ataa regarding tho aigaliicaitee of 
partictUar ereata and deeelopmaata* 

d. Uadar appropriate circamataiwcea, VOA might 
aomeliinea ate tlM fecUitiea of RFJB and ML for hroadcaatlAf 
porpoaaa. 

la order to •aaara coordinatioa^ the ua« of 

tm Eadio Broadcaatiag Paiicf Co-mmitlea ohoitld i»a expanded 
ai9td iohcommittaea of thia committee ahonld ia« oitahliaiied 
to deal on a coatinmiag haala with goographicat »md ftmctioaal 
prablama. t*#IA ahould he coaaalted more often ahont policy 
mattera and about the line to he fotlowed by the two unofficial 
radios. A greater degree of control ahould t>« developed 
oyer the actlvittea of HFF comparahla to that «»arciaed in 
cnnaeclioa with Radio JLiherty. 

(. tittited States Missions and Consulates in areas 
concerned with the hromdcasta the two radios sh^^ld ha 
consulted to a greater degree than has been the case in the 
paet about the tine adopted la proframa undertaken by the 
two radloe. 

g. 40 percent ol the total radio elYort of United States 
facilities is aitned against the Soviet bloc and a review . 
looking to a possible reallocation of effort should be condncted 
of (a) the total l/.S. radio program^ (b) the total C.S. 
ialormation prograns and (c) total cevsrt program. 

b. Consideration ehould be given to the initiation of radio 
hroadcaste to Communist China. 

4. Cpening the diaeuasion, the Director indicated Ms desire 
for the closest possible collaboration with the State Departn-'^ent 
regarding the activiUee of EF£ and KC. He said that Nr waa 
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by tb« etittcAl vl«w« nvbieli to eriiit in tim Sbftt* 

'wliieli wntire aot aitvay* v«vy commanicatad. H« 

Ihmt lam :iui(l diacut««4 KTi: at canaMarabU iaiagtii adltb 

fader Beam and tl^ tbaaa diacuwslaaa bad raaultad in tb« 
f Kialiag directive govaratag tba aeUvitiea RFE. Tbe Direct#* 
aai4 km woidd caatimie I# wdkfnaae tba lallaat paeaibla 
enpretii^tt M vieaife fy#«i tb* State Dej^rtmeirit aa4 from aay 
Embanfiea eoaceraad wltb ««* broadcaata, (At a later |K»iat in Ibe 
4i»CQ»ai#n with particular reCereuce le tb* Commitlee’a receoomenda- 
tio» that Ccmaulatea and Mlaaiona be jpennitted to cammeat on 
pregrart:!* prior to tbeir releaae* tb* Director pointed out certain 
dillicultiei* Where prograi®* deal with geaetrai or cultural aubjecte 
he aaw no reaaoii why the f-oibaaeiaa and Ceaaulatea ahouM not be 
coaauited In advance. On tbe otbar lumd, aoma of tlaa programa of 
bath, radioa concern topical aubjecta or newt and tbeir value 
deponda largely on timeline aa. Where tee impact ol tee program 
dependa on Ita ability to reapoad immediately to local aituatSona or 
news developmenta there la very often not auffieient time to conault 
diplomatic eatabliabmeata prior to a pirtieulhr briMidcaat* 1 ' 

S. Tb* Director <}ueatioaed the validity mi the atetement that 
tnc unofficial radioa had a Furepaan calnration aa oppoaed to tha 
purely American character ol VOA, Col. Colley med Mr, CuUlon 
e«id teat they had received thin teapreaaitea during the courae of 
te«ir converaation with Mr. Alexander. They had apparently 
received tha imprcaaimt Item him that tee European aaaociationa 
of EIT. and f^.L were conaidered aa advantage via»a*via their 
reapectivc audience e. The Directer waa not antirely in agreemesd 
with tbia atetement» pointtef out teat the audlemcea of ftFE* lor 
exaniple tee P&lmm, were very attracted to PFE by ita American 
origin. The .Director did atreaa tee advantege ®f tim new European 
Adviiory Committee in aaaociating Europeaaa with tee radioa. 

b. Aa regard! the queation of policy# the Director reiterated 
eeveral Umea hia atrong opini«Ma that State tnuat ha reaponaible lor 
tti« formulation of policy which would’ be atrictly adhered, to by tele 
Afe.ncy mwi ita varioua inatrumentalititta. He aald that he thought 
tiuit more could be done by t’mbaaaiea In Iron Curtain countriaa and 
by our own repreaantativea in these Embaaaiea to monitor the aignal 
and content of E.FE and KE broadeaata. The dlaeuaalon terned to 
the «}u«ation ol the at^lude of the State Department towarda the 
radioa. ^Ir. Oullioa aatd that he wa# aurpriaed by the depth and 
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lkr««(it& «f H« was tiw mor# 

IKk« attil«d« Alter toyinig tiwi commmutB 

o». h«h)k'U ®l ilM Stete D«parf*s?(«ttt in A«4r«w B«r<lia§^s latter te tka 
M»f ComjRitt*#. K-'r.. ttMHiglkt tkAt $t*te Dap»rtm*Bt 

oppBAlti'^a te mmm I»»a# 4 «• a ttumkar of liuetor#. Ik* 

lAAtt of tba»« l» lk« akapticiam of liia Fotoifo S«rric« toward* tke 
«ff«ct4v**«** of broAiicktliftg gaaorolly. a* r«f*r4* MFE mod Ei.- 
Ih* I'oroigo Sortric* oo tk« wlaol* feel* Iteit »t .fe**t llwsf *r* 4a*ffec- 
tive * 1 ^ »t «ror*t cotmtor-prodoctiv*. Tk*y *pp«r*«tlf f««l tk»t tfe* 
positive d*iif*r* of th* oiioffleiml radio* eve*«<l tiM»*e iokereot In 
VC A, ptmvmmhlf hBemimm they f**l that ti»* for»««r »»« le*« *«aeii* 
*hl« to control lh*& te« latter . Th* JDireotor ogaio *tat«d hi* very 
firm iiiteatloa to *o*itre ttett EJfC •ahacribt* to lasAley *a eauaciated 
iy the State t'epartmcat. He *aid that if the State JDefMirtrr.eat 
really felt that l^ FE era* oouater-predoetive he would close it dowa 
ti;)iri<}rrow* Co th* ether Jhaa«i« h* felt that aay pr*ct{»itate aettoa to 
temtinate the radio* would pyohahly Ite uadeairahl# that change** 
if any* shouid he uadertakea gradonlly. 

?* There wa* *ome diacussiott of the ad«<|uaey of policy 
eoBtrola over SlFfr.. The recent dirsctive provide* that comaoeatary 
oa iaternal matt*ra ah^Mtld he liaaltod to lO percent. Mr* Gullion 
atul Col* Coffey aald teat there wa* coasidtrahl* evidence ' of 
concern in the State U«parta>e»t ** to wheteer tfai* directive wa* . 
heiag •trictiy adhered to. It appear*, however, that adherence 
turn* *o»3iewhat oa^ a «|tt**tioa of iaterpretatloa* The q^«*ti«m is 
Id percent of what? whether of lotiu hroadcaat time or. whether 
T9 percent of new* or of aoa->a4tt*ical program* or what* 

S, The Director *Kpr«**ed specific concern ah^l tee 
language of tee r*t»ort which iadleated poaaihl* dilfereacea of 
opinion with re*|»*et to policy matter* a* 'between th# State Depart- 
ment and CIA fSee 13.C. above). It waa agreed that any Inlerenee 
to thie effect would he eiiminah^ from tee report* The *uh- 
committee** teeiing w«* not teat there wa* disagreement with 
respect to policy or anwillingnesa on the part of the Agency to ' 
conform to or smplemeat teda policy. They did feel teat the 
control* ov*r particular hroadeaat* of IFi: n«c***ary to ensure 
total conaisteney with policy left eomethimg to he deeired* They 
also felt that tea influence of emigr* •ditors and programmer** 
etc* in )RF'E eentisue* to he erecssive* They did not feel that 
thia criticism applied particularty to Fadio Liberty* 
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Tti# Dir«ct®r, witk f«|«are»c* all«g*d 

liottility oC lh« towards ths radios* r*espiluLst«d 

tl3« history al the' two radios* strsssiog the lact that the radios 
were erigiitaliir created with tlis loU sod active s«t|>f»ort and, indeed* 
■ at the solicttalioii of raahiag « semlesrs the State DejMirtmeot, 

parti colariy G«©r|e ICea&aa, Tk® sahcomir4tte« did wot a|>psar to 
hare be#« fatly aware of this Matory* Mr. Ciollioo attrilmtod to 
:Foy Kohler the statsineAt that ware it starting froni scratch* he 
would sot recoiximecid ereatioa of a radio at this time. Oo the 
other hsad* Kohler is not prsfutred to recam»*»eod the dlstrjemher- 
meat of t^ radios i^w that they art in heixig. 

10, V-i’'ith re asset to the rscamwxeedattoa that BTI' and RL 
allocate broadcaatiftf time to VOA* the Pireetor iadieated that this 
was a purely teehaiesl prohUm had that he would have »o ohJecUoa 
to the proposal la prkiciplft if legal* admiaistrattee sad other 
ohslacles could he overcome. Everyhody agreed that such 
ohstaclea prohahly existed. 

ll> Mr. OuUioa raised the fsestion of the sdei^saey of 
ere 'broadcast ceasorshlp &t scripts. It was our .Im-pressi^ that 
the scripts are preseatiy sahlected to advance moaitoriag ae well 
as review. Mr. Gulliim Iheught tkrt this was true on only some 
occasions. Xt was agreed that CIA wenld look iato this problem. 


12. Mr. Nielsen at one point stated that ia effect what they 
are reeommemliag is the coatiaaatioa of the two radios for the 
time being with minor n^odiiiestioiis mad with Improved controls 
until developments permit a latsic declsimi as to the long term 
fulares of the projects. He expressed the thought tluit the future 
might very well indicate some change in the present emphasis of 
effort and allocatioa of media invelved In propaganda activity against 
'Soviet Rassia, He pointed out that VOA is now devoting only 
approrlmataly t»o mUUoa ©f its ov»»*aU budget fid million?) to 
broadcasting against Soviet Mwssia, Mr. Hielsea saggetted that in 
titsx* the rather targe discrepancies between official and unofficial 
croadcasta reflected in the budgets of the two ageaeiss might call 
for same readjustments. 
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V'/,. V-^'- l: 


1$. la c<»eutl«sioa, I.' i-rwetar tiwai futwr?* <i«v«lop* 

n.ag)4 w«ll saggaat ar t^quira clUMif« in ibm «a4 

acitvilie* th* two r«dio«« SmH tk»t uatil tli* Dig&ifieaace cd 
4«v#ia|»c!i;0ats ia S<»vi«t .«.» cle«r«r Iluia It Ik 

taday, » kabutwitial cb»ag« ia tfee U.#. pr«|>afaad» «Hort ag»ia»t 
Sav4«t* would be « mtituki# a»d tiuit tfte c«waplet« liqutuaiioa 
»1 of -&ur *».«jor fesaaircek or facifitikk would b« *• great 
juietai!.©. Tbe Comfr.itt#® expresaed corrfplete agreea^ieot with thia 
el«w,. The Director lodleated that at th« meatiaf o£ the Coma-ittee 
oa April dSth, he ttight kave a ratoer radical prap-aaal to make, 
-■‘eked whether fee waa ia a poalttow. to iadieat® the aature &i tfeia 
propoaal, the ti rector aaid that he had yet t« put it oa paioer and 
tta topUcaUcma. Therefore,, he preferred not to aay any 
more abomt it at thia time. 


Jo'ha -A, Broaa 

Sealer Piaaalag Officer 
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